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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 8, 2020 
 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude  

 
Welcome and Announcements  Paula Bourne 

 
O give thanks, for the Lord is good. 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

 
Interlude 

 
Call to Worship (from Psalm 78)  

 
1   Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
          incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2   I will open my mouth in a parable; 
          I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3   things that we have heard and known, 
          that our ancestors have told us. 
4   We will not hide them from their children; 
          we will tell to the coming generation 
     the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
          and the wonders that God has done. 

 
5   God established a decree in Jacob, 
          and appointed a law in Israel, 
     which he commanded our ancestors 
          to teach to their children; 
6   that the next generation might know them, 
          the children yet unborn, 
     and rise up and tell them to their children, 
7        so that they should set their hope in God, 
     and not forget the works of God, 
          but keep his commandments. 
 

Give ear, O my people, to the poet’s teaching. 
Listen to the voices of the ancestors remembering. 
Speak to the children of the wonders God has done. 
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That we might not forget. 
That we might not forget. 
That we might not forget. 
 
So that we will remember. 
So that we will remember and keep God’s commandments. 

 
Opening Prayer 

 
*Hymn #376 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” HYFRYDOL 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit, Let us find that second rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 

 
Come, Almighty to deliver, Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

Call to Confession 
 

United in our need for God’s grace, we confess our sins. 
 

Loving God, out of your great compassion you chose us.  You claim us as your own.  You 
who are glory, and power, and grace chose to make covenant with us.  You said, “I will 
be your God, and you will be my people.”  And yet we forget who we are.  We forget 
whose we are.  We fall asleep waiting for you.  We let our lamps run dry.  We neglect to 
choose you first.  Forgive us. 

  
Silent Confession. 

 
Reunited by our redemption in Jesus Christ we continue to pray together. 

 
By the power of your Holy Spirit, make us ready always to welcome you, always to look 
for you, always to choose you above all else.  For you are our Rock and our Redeemer.  
Amen.   
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Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
*Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
  

We Hear God’s Word 
Time for All God’s Children 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

 
First Scripture Reading Joshua 1-3a; 14-25 

 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua 
said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors — 
Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor — lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 
3aThen I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of 
Canaan and made his offspring many. 

 
14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away 
the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

 
16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve 
other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected 
us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and 
the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore 
we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

 
19But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake the LORD 
and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having 
done you good.” 21And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” 22Then 
Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the 
LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23He said, “Then put away the 
foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 
24The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 25So 
Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them 
at Shechem. 
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Second Scripture Reading Matthew 25:1-13 
1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there 
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

  
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 

 
“Days that Count: Wedding Day”  

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

   
*Hymn (GTG 720) “Jesus Calls Us”  GALILEE 

 
Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea; 
day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying, "Christian, follow me." 
 
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, "Christian, love me more than these." 
 
Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all. 

 
Minute for Mission  Thornwell Home for Children Buddy Ferguson 
  Senior Church Relations Manager 

 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory “I Love You Lord”  Laurie Klein 

Westminster Bell Choir 
Aaron Acord, director 
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*Doxology 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

 
Thanksgiving for our Veterans 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #391 “Take My Life and Let It Be”  HENDON 
 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in endless praise, 
let them flow in endless praise. 

 
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 

 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

 
Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee.  
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*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
Organist: Larry Dozier 
Vocalist: Elizabeth Watkins 
Westminster Bell Choir: Phillip Dennis, Jacob Dennis, Lucia Horowitz, Dashe Case, Susan 
Pope, Savannah Britt 
 

Announcements 
 

Congregational Meeting 
 

The Congregational meeting will occur five 5 minutes after the end of worship to give those who will be joining 
us via Zoom. 
 
2021 Officer Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following nominations:  Elder Class of 2021 (to fill 
unexpired terms): David Hammond and Steve Kuhl, Elder Class of 2023: Paula Bourne and Jennifer Sholar, 2022 
Officer Nominating Committee: Kathy Gillespie, Bill Jacobs, Kathy West.  The Session has called a 
Congregational Meeting immediately following worship today in the Sanctuary, to receive the Committee’s report 
and vote on these nominations. Members may participate in person or by Zoom. See Come Sunday for Zoom 
Link. 

 
Sanctuary Flowers 
 

The flowers are given today by John and Mishie Bacot for their anniversary. 
 
Sunday, November 8 
 

11:30 a.m. Bring a change of clothes and a trowel. We will be picnicking outside and planting our “All Saints 
Bulbs.”  

 
Poinsettias  
 

Again this year, poinsettias will be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. The cost of each one is $10.00 
and can be in honor or in memory of a loved one. The order slips are in the Narthex and on our website. The 
deadline for ordering is Wednesday, November 25th. The poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary by Sunday, 
November 29th and will be available for pickup after the 5:30p.m. Christmas Eve service. 

 
Pastor Study Leave 
 

Caroline Dennis will be away on study leave from 3:00 pm on Tuesday, November 10th through Saturday evening.  
If you have an urgent need or pastoral concern, please feel free to text her at 317-777-1487. 

 
Veterans Day 

 
The office will be closed on Wednesday, November 11th in  honor of Veterans Day. Kathy Felder, our office 
manager is in the office on Monday, Thursday and Friday morning from 9:00 a.m. until noon. 

 
Special Offering  
 

On Sunday, November 15th, you have the opportunity to support the many powerful programs provided by 
Thornwell Home. This is their traditional Thanksgiving offering, and it supplies a significant portion of their 
annual income. Please share abundantly. 
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Looking ahead to Christmas  
 

Throughout the month of November, as you find yourself purchasing personal hygiene items and cleaning 
supplies, why not BOGO for God? Buy yours and buy one to donate to our joint Christmas missions project 
with our partners at New Faith. Together, we will make a difference for those in need at places such as Thornwell 
Home, Beyond Abuse, Meg's House, and Pathway House. Bring your gifts each week and deposit them in the 
area provided in the narthex. 

 
November Sermon Topics and Lectionary Readings 
 

Days that Count 
It was poet, mathematician, and physician, Oliver Wendel Holmes, Sr., who said, “Some people are so heavenly 
minded that they are no earthly good.”  Our scriptures this month seem pretty heavenly minded but they have 
everything to say about the earthly good we are to do here and now.  Let’s make these days count, and let God 
take care of the days ahead. 

 
Sermon Topic Continued 
 

November 15: Adoption Day 
 Ephesians 1:1-14 Matthew 25: 14–30 
November 22: Thanksgiving Day (Christ the King/Dedication Day) 

 Ephesians 1:15-23 Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Every Sunday, Every Day   
One Can Donations: drop off non-perishable food in the narthex or in the entry way by the porte cochere. 

 
Monday, November 9  

Circle::  10:00 PW Study: Into the Light: Finding Hope Through the Prayers of Lament Lesson 3: Women’s 
Lament. Join us in the Sanctuary or by Zoom  
 

Wednesday, November 11  
 

Bell Choir Rehearsal:  5:30 – 6:30 p.m. (in Sanctuary). To make friends and to make music.  
Evening Study Group: 7:00 p.m. Facilitated discussion via Zoom. Topic – The Spiritual Discipline of Gratitude. 
Please note, there will be no in person gathering this week. 

 
Thursday, November 12  

Pop Up Prayers: 8:30 a.m. LIVE under the porte cochere. Bring a Bible, a lawn chair and an open heart!  

 


