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Westminster Presbyterian Church  

A Service for the Worship of God 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 21, 2020 
 
 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude  
 
Welcome      
 

Surely, the Lord is in this place!  This is the house of God.   Genesis 28:16-17 
 
Call to Worship  from “A Wee Worship Book” 
 

In the beginning before time,  
before people, before the world began,  

 
God was. 

 
Here and now, among us, beside us,  
enlisting the people of the earth for the purposes of heaven. 

 
God is. 

 
In the future, when we have turned to dust,  
and all we know has found its fulfillment. 

 
God will be. 

 
Not denying the world, but delighting in it, 
Not condemning the world, but redeeming it, 
Through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 
God was.  God is.  God will be. 
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Hymn #327 “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN  
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Prayer of the Day   
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Compassionate God, you know the purposes of our hearts and the will of all creation, 
Hear with mercy our confession that we have not cared for the Earth and all creatures 
as you meant for us to do; we have not cared for one another as you have commanded; 
we have not loved ourselves with the regard that honors wholeness and peace of mind. 
Silent Prayer 
Be our guide, our judge, our joy. Show us the way of your life abundant, and turn us 
always to that path so that we may live and move in renewed commitment to what is 
just and good.  We beg this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Passing of the Peace 

 
We Hear God’s Word 

Prayer of Illumination  
 
Time for All God’s Children  
 
First Scripture Reading Genesis 21:8-21 
 

8 The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah 
saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac.[a] 10 So she said to 
Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my 
son Isaac.” 11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do 
not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells 
you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a 
nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a 
skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 
departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
 

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down 
opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy; and the 
angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God 
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has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make 
a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with 
water, and gave the boy a drink. 
 

20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived 
in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 
Second Scripture Reading Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

A Prayer of David. 
1 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 
    for I am poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; 
    save your servant who trusts in you. 
You are my God; 3 be gracious to me, O Lord, 
    for to you do I cry all day long. 
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 
    for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
    abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 
6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
    listen to my cry of supplication. 
7 In the day of my trouble I call on you, 
    for you will answer me. 
8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 
    nor are there any works like yours. 
9 All the nations you have made shall come 
    and bow down before you, O Lord, 
    and shall glorify your name. 
10 For you are great and do wondrous things; 
    you alone are God. 
 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 
    give your strength to your servant; 
    save the child of your serving girl. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
    so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, 
    because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon  Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 

“A Song in our Hearts: Near to the Heart of God”  
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We Respond to God’s Word 
 
Hymn #527  “Near to the Heart of God” MC AFEE 
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Confession of Faith 
 Apostles Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
  

In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Offertory    
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
Hymn #333  “Seek Ye First” LAFFERTY 

SEE NEXT PAGE 
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*Charge and Benediction        
Postlude 
 
Organist: Claire Kuhl 
 

The Flowers today are given by Rick and Flora Hobson  
in honor and gratitude to all of the Westminster Church Family. 


