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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 9, 2020 

 
 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Holly Hubbard 

 
Our help is in the name of the Lord 
Who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 
 

 
Interlude “Clarinet Sonata, I, Allegretto” CAMILLE SAINT-SAËNS

 Eric Gardner, Clarinet 
*Opening Prayer 
 
*Hymn #280 (verses 1- 3) “Amazing Grace” AMAZING GRACE 
 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

 
Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come: 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

 

Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
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*Hymn #280 (verse 4) “Amazing Grace” AMAZING GRACE 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

*Passing the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Scripture Reading  Isaiah 43:1-3a 
 

But now thus says the LORD, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 
Second Scripture Reading  Matthew 14:22-33 
 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by 
the waves, was far from the land,[a] for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he 
came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he noticed the strong wind,[b] he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 
“Growing in Faith: Weathering the Storm Together”  

 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Matthew 14:27 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 

Musical Reflection on Amazing Grace  Eric Gardner, Clarinet 
 

Call to Offering 
 

*Affirmation of Faith   Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #536  “Lord, Make us More Holy”  AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 

 
Lord, make us more faithful; Lord, make us more faithful; 

Lord, make us more faithful, until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, until we meet again. 

 
*Charge and Benediction 

 
Postlude 

 
Organist: Claire Kuhl 
Vocalist: John Campbell Lake 
Clarinet: Eric Gardner  


