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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 27, 2020 

 
We Gather in God’s Word 

Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements    Len and Lynn Bornemann 

I was glad when they said,  
Let us go into the house of the Lord! 

 
Interlude 
 

*Call to Worship (from Isaiah 40)  
 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
God gives power to the faint, 
    and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
    and the young will fall exhausted; 
But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
    they shall walk and not faint. 
 

*Opening Prayer  
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*Hymn #487 “When Morning Gilds the Skies” LAUDES DOMINI 
 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer To Jesus I repair: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Let earth's wide circle round In joyful notes resound: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let air and sea and sky From depth to height reply: May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine: May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Be this the eternal song Through all the ages long: May Jesus Christ be praised 

 
Call to Confession 

 
United in our need for God’s grace, we confess our sins. 

 
Merciful God, we confess that we have thought too highly of ourselves.  We have imagined 
that we are self-made and self-sufficient. We have forgotten our utter dependence on you 
and our need for one another.  In our efforts to manage it all, we have not paused to 
wonder at your creation, to marvel at your mercy, to delight in and serve each human life 
that is connected with our own.  We have neglected and scorned our neighbors. 

 
Silent Confession. 

 
Reunited by our redemption in Jesus Christ we continue to pray together. 

 
Humble us.  Remind us that it is you that made us, Christ who has redeemed us, your 
Spirit that sustains us, and the human community that nurtures, supports and encourages 
us.  Make us ever mindful of the sustaining gift of your grace and mercy. Make us ever 
mindful of the needs of others.  Make us ever ready to give you the glory in all that we are 
and all that we do.  In Christ’s name and for Christ’s sake we ask it.  Amen. 

      
Assurance of Pardon           
                                             

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

*Passing the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

We Hear God’s Word 
Time for All God’s Children  
Prayer for Illumination 
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First Scripture Reading Matthew 21:23-32 

 
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we 
say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. 
 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 
did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said 
to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 
it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 

Second Scripture Reading Philippians 2:1-13 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
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10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for 
it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 

“United in Humility”  
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,  

but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
Philippians 2:3 

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Hymn 438 “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” DENNIS 

Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our comforts and our cares. 

 
We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
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*Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #540 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (vs. 1 and 4) RANDOLPH 
 

God be with you till we meet again, Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you, God be with you till we meet again. 

 
God be with you till we meet again, Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 
Smite death’s threatening wave before you, God be with you till we meet again.  

 
*Charge and Benediction      
 

Postlude  
 

Organist: Larry Dozier 
Vocalist: John Lake 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A Congregational Meeting will convene immediately after the service via Zoom for those 
worshiping from home. Refer to your “Come Sunday” for the Zoom link. 
 

 
There will be a Youth Group Meeting at 11:30 a.m. and lunch will be served. 
 
The flowers today are given by the Dennis Family to honor the 56th wedding anniversary of Fritz 
and Luan Vinson, Caroline’s parents.  


