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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020 

 
 

 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Jennifer Sholar 

 
Jesus says, I am coming soon. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
Interlude Angels We Have Heard on High TREVOR MANOR 

 Laura Margaret and Amy Fennell 
 
Call to Worship/Lighting the Advent Candle  The Sholar Family 
 

Family:  We light one candle expecting love.   
  It is a sign of the eternal light of Christ.   

 For the Lord has promised in the days to come… 
 The Lord will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child.   

 
People:   She shall bear a son, and name him Emmanuel: “God is with us.” 

  

Prayer of the Day 
 
 
 
*Hymn #9 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 
O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 
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Call to Confession  Hymn #4 

“Creator of the Stars of Night” 
 
Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call. 

 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Emmanuel, God with Us, your love is the bond that unites heaven and earth, and yet we confess 
that we do our best to break that bond with our sin.  You have asked us to be Christ bearers and 
love holders, but we have allowed hate, greed, and fear to grow within us and between us.  Forgive 
us. 

  
Silent confession of personal and corporate sin. 

 
Remembering God’s mercy, we continue our prayer. 

  
Help us Lord to nurture the seed of your love within us so that all the world might know the warm 
and glorious light that enfolds us.  Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
*Response of Praise 

 
To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally. 

 
*Passing the Peace 

 
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 
Time for All God’s Children  
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
First Scripture Reading   Luke 1: 26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you. 29 But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
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month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

 
Second Scripture Reading  Luke 1: 46-55 

 

46 And Mary said, 
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Sermon Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 

“Expecting Love”  
 

“Greetings favored one, the Lord is with you.” 
Luke 1:28 
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We Respond to God’s Word 
 

 *Hymn #44  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  ST. LEWIS 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King And peace to men on earth! 
 
How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory Carols Around CARL NYGARD 

Josh, Amy, Laura Margaret, Charlie and Adam Fennell 
 

*Doxology 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles Creed 

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Hymn #12 “People, Look East”  BESANÇON 
 

People, look east. The time is near  Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

 
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. 

 
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
Organist: Claire Kuhl 
Vocals: Bill and Nancy Hogan 
Special Music: Amy Fennell and Family 


