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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 23, 2020 

 
We Gather in God’s Word 

Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Kathy Felder 

 
Grace and peace to you from God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

 
Interlude  
 

*Opening Prayer 
 
*Hymn #430 “Come Sing, O Church in Joy” DARWALL’S 148TH 
 

Come sing O church in joy! Come join O church in song! 
For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long 

 
Refrain 

In bold accord , come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord 
 

Long years have come and gone, And still God reigns supreme,  
Empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! [Refrain] 

 
Let courage be our friend, Let wisdom be our guide,  
As we in mission magnify the Crucified! [Refrain] 

 
Come sing O church in joy! Come join O church in song! 

For Christ the Lord has triumphed O’er the ages long! [Refrain] 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
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*Response of Praise   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

 
*Passing the Peace 

 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Scripture Reading  Colossians 1:9-20 
 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10 so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you 
bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made 
strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 
endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the 
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 

 
Second Scripture Reading  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 
 

“Growing in Faith: Two Ways of Learning” 
Part 1: Getting it Right 

 
“Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:16 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
 

Call to Offering 
 
Hymn #426  “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak”  CANONBURY  
 

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of Thy tone;  
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek Thine erring children lost and lone. 

 
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead The wandering and the wavering feet; 
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed Thy hungering ones with manna sweet  

 
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach the precious things you do impart;  

And wing my words, that they may reach The hidden depths of many a heart. 
 

O use me, Lord, use even me, Just as Thou wilt, and when and where; 
Until your blessed face I see, Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share. 

 
 
*Affirmation of Faith   Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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*Hymn #536  “Lord, Make Us More Holy”  AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 

 
 

Lord, make us more holy; Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, until we meet again: 

Holy, holy, holy, until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, until we meet again: 

faithful, faithful, faithful, until we meet again. 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

Vocalist: Elizabeth Watkins 
Organist: Claire Kuhl 
 
  


