
WPC Newsletter 1 August  30, 2020 

“I have been driven many 
times upon my knees by the 
overwhelming conviction that 
I had nowhere else to go. My 
own wisdom and that of all 
about me seemed insufficient 
for that day.” 

~Abraham Lincoln 

Westminster Times 

 
Greenwood, South Carolina  Volume 2, Number 8 

Take It to the Lord in Prayer 

Dear Westminster Friends, 

This week, it was my privilege to sit in a circle of wise 
women. The question was asked, “When you are afraid 
or anxious, what do you do first?”  The first answer was 
the best one: “I pray.” 

How good it is, in these anxious days, to know that we 
can bring all that troubles us to God. How good it is, in 
these days when we are unsure what to do, we can turn 
to God for direction.  

One part of prayer is our talking to God. But perhaps the most important part of prayer is 
God talking to us. With that in mind, our leader asked a second question, “Where do you 
turn in scripture when you are anxious or afraid?”  Each woman offered a “go to” scripture. 
I share them with you here: 

“Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.”  Psalm 143:10 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out 
anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of 
everlasting life.” Psalm 139:23-24 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?  The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?”  
Psalm 27:1 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  Psalm 23:1 

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my 
victorious right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10 

These words from God are an anchor in the storm, a balm for a wound, a light on the path.  

What do you do when you are anxious or afraid?  I commend to you the advice of these 
wise women—pray!  For God is ready to hear all that troubles us. And God is ready with 
words to calm and direct us. 

With confidence and trust in the Lord, I am your pastor and friend, 

 Caroline 
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Sermon topics and lectionary readings: 

September 6: Straight Talk: The 
Hard Work of Love 
 Romans 13:8-14 
 Matthew 18:15-20 

September 13: Open-Hearted 
 Romans 14:1-12 
 Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20: Gospel-Minded 
 Philippians 1:21-30 
 Matthew 20:1-16 

September 27: United 
 Philippians 2:1-13 
 Matthew 21:23-32 

September Sermon Series: Where Two or Three Are Gathered 

Come Sunday, September 6, some of us will 
return to worship in our sanctuary, and some of 
us will worship from our homes. All of us will be 
together, united by God’s Spirit, in an hour of 
worship and communion.  

As we begin this new way of worshipping 
together, we will do so with the greatest of joy 
and the greatest of care. We will offer one 
another smiling eyes peeking over masked faces 
and air hugs from a safe distance. We will 
embrace one another with prayer, united in a 
broader circle of communion. 

Our experience will not be unlike the experience 
of Jesus, his disciples, and the early church as 
they learned to gather with one another in new 
ways. Jesus knew it would not be easy. Jesus 
knows that there are always challenges when two or three are gathered. The good news is, 
that in the midst of the challenges, Jesus promises to be with us. 

In September, we enter into a new way of being church, standing on Jesus’ promise that he 
is with us, and attending to the teaching he offered his disciples for the building up of a 
body that would bear his name and continue his mission in the world. 
 

I Was Glad When They Said Unto Me, 
Let Us Go Into the House of the Lord! 
After much prayer, discussion, and discernment, your 
Session has determined that Westminster needs to 
reopen its doors—carefully—to in-person worship on 
Sunday mornings. Live-streaming on Facebook and 
our website will continue to be an option. 

If you choose to attend in person in the sanctuary, you will be asked to 
wear a mask from the time you enter until the time you exit, and to 
remain at least six feet away from each other. (Air kisses only!) You will 
have the option of speaking aloud the Affirmation of Faith, and various 
responses. You may sing with the mask on, but remember—singing 
tends to spread virus particles further and faster than just speaking. 

Now you need to prayerfully consider where you will choose to be on 
Sunday mornings. Remember, only you know your health issues, safety 
concerns, and comfort level with group interactions. Your Westminster 
family loves and cares about you wherever you are on Sunday morning. 

Worship at home, worship in the sanctuary, worship in the beauty of nature. It doesn’t 
matter where you worship. It matters only that you worship.  
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New Wednesday Night Study Focuses on Matthew 
The Westminster/New Faith joint Wednesday Night study group 
continues on September 16 via Zoom. According to Nurture & 
Christian Education Committee chair, Kathy Gillespie, “We will 
read and study together a book from the Six Themes Everyone 
Should Know series, entitled Matthew, by James E. Davison.” 

This study looks at the main themes in Matthew’s Gospel. It focuses 
on Jesus as Messiah as a beginning point for considering Matthew’s 
perspective of who his Gospel is about as it portrays the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ important teachings are explored, 
and we find how they shape our Christian lives today. Each weekly 
session delves into one of the six key themes: 

1. Embracing Jesus as Messiah 4. Following Jesus 
2. Seeking the Kingdom of Heaven 5. Living Close to the Scriptures 
3. Fleeing Evil 6. Welcoming All 
 

Participants are asked to order their own book from Amazon or from the PC(USA) Store: 
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/680903/six-themes-in-matthew-everyone-
should-know.aspx. If you are willing to facilitate one of the sessions, contact Kathy at 
gillespiekat53@gmail.com. See you Wednesdays! 
 
Westminster Happenings 

Wednesday 
September 2 

Wednesday Evening Study Group: Facing Racism  
Facilitated discussion via Zoom at 7:00 P.M. 
Continue our discussion of the enduring legacy of racism in America. 

  

Thursday 
September 3 

Pop Up Prayers on the Porte Cochere 
Share socially distanced prayer and devotional time at 8:30 A.M. 
Bring chairs and prayers to share. 

  

Sunday 
September 6 

In-Person Worship Option Now Available—Masks Required! 
Straight Talk: The Hard Work of Love 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via WPC live streaming on our website.  
Celebrate communion at home or in the sanctuary. 

  

Wednesday 
September 9 

Wednesday Evening Study Group: Facing Racism 
Facilitated discussion via Zoom at 7:00 P.M. 
Engage in the final session of this thought-provoking study. 

  

Thursday 
September 10 

Pop Up Prayers on the Porte Cochere 
Share socially distanced prayer and devotional time at 8:30 A.M. 
Start your day by connecting with God and your Westminster family. 
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Westminster Happenings 

Saturday 
September 12 

One Can Drive-Through Donations for Greenwood Food Bank 
Deliver your contributions to the porte cochere 10:00 A.M. – Noon. 
Share your abundance to help “the least of these.” 

  

Sunday 
September 13 

Open-Hearted 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via WPC live streaming on our website.  
Open your heart to God’s message for you. 
 
Stated Session Meeting 
4:00 P.M. via Zoom  
Conduct the business of the church. 

  

Monday 
September 14 

Presbyterian Women: Circle Meeting 
10:00 A.M. via Zoom  
Kick off the new year and our study, “The Heart of Lament.” (see page 5). 

  

Wednesday 
September 16 

Wednesday Evening Study Group: Matthew—Six Themes 
Facilitated discussion via Zoom at 7:00 P.M. 
Join us for a new offering from Christian Education (see page 3). 

  

Thursday 
September 17 

Pop Up Prayers on the Porte Cochere 
Share socially distanced prayer and devotional time at 8:30 A.M. 
Bring prayers and praise to God while enjoying friends and fresh air. 

  

Sunday 
September 20 

Gospel-Minded 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via WPC live streaming on our website.  
Keep God’s word in your heart, soul, and mind. 

  
Wednesday 

September 23 
Wednesday Evening Study Group: Matthew—Six Themes 
Facilitated discussion via Zoom at 7:00 P.M. 

  

Thursday 
September 24 

Pop Up Prayers on the Porte Cochere 
Share socially distanced prayer and devotional time at 8:30 A.M. 
Nourish your faith through prayer and praise in the beauty of nature. 

  

Sunday 
September 27  

United 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via WPC live streaming on our website.  
Worship as one body, wherever you are. 

  

Wednesday 
September 30 

Wednesday Evening Study Group: Matthew—Six Themes 
Facilitated discussion via Zoom at 7:00 P.M. 
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A Message to WPC’s Presbyterian Women  

Hello, Women of Westminster! 

Hopefully, this note finds you all healthy. Cindy and I are looking 
forward to worshipping, studying and having fellowship with all 
of you again in September. 

Monday September 14 at 10:00 A.M., we will Zoom into your 
homes with Caroline leading us for the first lesson, “The Heart of 
Lament”.  

Our books are in and available in the church office for $10.00. If you are not going to be 
going by the church, I will be glad to deliver the book to you. (Please let me know at 992-
7599 by text or at matwilson4@gmail.com if you wish your book delivered to you.) You can 
send a check to Westminster Presbyterian Church, Attention: Kathy Felder, 2330 
Cokesbury Road 29649. 

Our current health and political “climates” and pressing societal issues cause us all to look 
to our Heavenly Father for answers, direction, and comfort. Our lesson book, then, is a very 
timely guide, and will lead us to “reclaim the practice of lament.” What a helpful resource 
for our times!  

During this lesson, we will: 

 Define lament (what it is and is not) 

 Consider what the absence of lament means, and what our response can be 

 Share lament in scripture 

 Ask “why lament?” 

 Conclude each lesson remembering to trust in the God of hope! 

We can discuss ideas for projects, talk about our future 
meeting formats, and sign up for lessons after The 
Heart of Lament, lesson 1. 

Those of you who have not had the time to send me 
your thoughts, please bring those thoughts with you! 

We will have a reminder of the meeting from the pulpit 
on Sept. 13. 

Stay safe! 
 

Mary Anne Wilson 
matwilson4@gmail.com 

Cindy Key 
ckey64.1@gmail.com 
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A Moment for Missions 

Neither rain, nor snow, nor dark of night, 
nor a dad-blasted virus can keep WPC from 
making a difference in our community. 
Here’s a quick recap of recent activities: 

 Highway Cleanup: on August 22, a 
brave band of litter-fighters gathered to 
patrol Cokesbury Road and round up 
accumulated trash. Jacob Dennis 

organized the event on 
behalf of the youth. 

See page 12 for 
photos and a list 
of participants. 

Thanks also to the 
Congregational Care & Fellowship 
Committee for combining this with a 
socially distant ice cream social—the 
perfect end to a sweaty endeavor! 

 One Can: the 
Greenwood Food 
Bank received $95 
worth of non-
perishable food 
items from us in August. Thank you, Beth 
& David Hammond, for being the driving 
force behind this drive-by donation plan. 
This month, bring your contributions to 
the porte cochere from 10-noon on 
Saturday, September 12th. 

 “Wearing is Caring”: a couple of weeks 
ago, we placed an order for 500 printed 
masks. As of August 27th, we have 
received orders for 470 of them, and 
have already been paid for more than 
200 (plus shipping). With a little help 
from Facebook and Trinity Presbytery 

website, we've 
got paid orders 

from 
Pennsylvania and 

Texas, and, closer to home, 
Aiken and Abbeville. Thank you to Mary 
Anne Wilson, who has agreed to handle 
distribution. 

Time to Celebrate! 

Best wishes and sincere 
prayers for our 
members enjoying 
September birthdays:  

 19th – John Sholar  
 24th – Martha Brothers  
 27th – Larry Dozier 
 27th – Hamp Watkins 

Send your family’s special dates to 
wpcgwd1@gmail.com or call 864.229.3595. 
 

His Tithes and Our Offerings 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth and the 
firstfruits of all your crops.” 

Proverbs 3:9 

Most of us don’t have crops, per se, but we 
are blessed with wealth of many kinds. 
Through your generosity, Westminster 
continues to thrive while other groups are 
struggling. Thank you! 

Please send your offerings to: 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
2330 Cokesbury Road 
Greenwood, SC 29649 

 

Prayer Partner Post-Its®  

For those of us who wander into the kitchen 
and then wonder what we meant to do once 
we got there, little “to do” reminders can be 
quite helpful. And one of the 
things we are called to do 
is “pray without ceasing.”  

A well-placed Post-It® Note 
can be an excellent way to 
keep your prayer concerns front and center.  

Try putting your Prayer Partner’s name on a 
Post-It® and sticking it someplace where 
you will see it multiple times a day: near 
your computer screen, on the bathroom 
mirror, maybe the refrigerator door. Amen! 
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Scriptures for study 
and reflection 
Matthew 25:31–46 
Genesis 1:1–31 
Psalm 104 
Acts 10:9–23 
1 John 4:7–8 
Ephesians 2:19 
Isaiah 65:17–25 
Micah 6:8 
Mark 7:27–28 

Becoming a Matthew 25 Church: Structural Racism 
PC(USA) is building a denomination-wide initiative for a network of 
committed Matthew 25 Churches. The denomination’s aim is to 
help multiply this loving commitment to radical and fearless 
discipleship by partnering with mid councils and congregations to 
help them embrace three focus areas. This article, Taken from the 
PC(USA) website, is the second in a series to help educate us about 
this opportunity, so that we discern God’s will for Westminster. 

Focus Area #2: Dismantling Structural Racism 
Racism is deeply embedded in the life and history of the U.S. Through 
colonization, slavery and a shameful history of legislative action and judicial 
pronouncements, our nation created and embraced a system that valued and devalued 
people based simply on skin color and ethnic identity. People of color were deliberately 
subjugated for material, political and social advantage. Racism today is the continuing and 
enduring legacy of this history. 

There is a growing awareness among Presbyterians that racism is a crisis and must be 
addressed. The PC(USA) is strongly committed to the struggle for racial justice. 

Why do we talk about structural racism? 

Racism is not primarily about individual prejudice or an individual’s beliefs and attitudes. 
Rather, racism in the U.S. is a socially constructed system. Some people are advantaged, and 
others are disadvantaged, merely because of their skin color, ethnic identity or their 
ancestral background. Social power and prejudice have combined to treat people 
differently, whether intentionally or unintentionally. Some people 
are privileged while others are oppressed. As a consequence, there 
is unequal and inequitable access to resources such as money, 
education, information and decision-making power.  

Structural racism can show up in multiple ways, including: 

 Housing discrimination that limits where people of color can live 
and steers them to rental markets rather than home ownership. 

 Laws and policies that deny people of color access to quality 
education, employment and adequate health care. 

 Food apartheid — areas deliberately devoid of quality, 
affordable fresh food. 

 Mass incarceration and criminal justice systems that disproportionately target people 
of color with lengthier sentences, “stop-and-frisk” laws, the over-policing of 
communities of color, the school-to-prison pipeline, etc. 

 Environmental racism — the dumping of hazardous waste, inadequate infrastructure, 
and lack of access to clean water that results in a range of serious health problems in 
communities of color. 

For more information, visit https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/ 
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Greenwood Place Happenings 
Submitted by Fred Murphy, Executive Director 

Greenwood Place is open and serving our Members. We are 
averaging 8 Members a day coming to the Clubhouse to 
participate in our work-ordered day. The limitation of the 
number of Members coming each day and the rotation of who is 
coming daily has presented some different challenges for Greenwood Place. Trying to build 
continuity for one day to the next presents different opportunities for our Members and 
staff. One thing that is very evident is that without the Member participation, the Clubhouse 
cannot function. The staff is there to assist the Members as they work through each day, but 
it is their Clubhouse and their responsibility to keep the Clubhouse functioning.  

The impact of this virus has been significant on our Members. While no Member has 
contracted the virus, other effects are evident. Our Members are experiencing higher levels 
of isolation, depression, and anxiety. They are dealing, on a daily basis, with their own 

mental health issues and now must deal with the impact of the 
uncertainty of what is happening around them. We ask for your 
thoughts and prayers for our Members during this time. 

On a happier note, the Clubhouse now has a popcorn machine for our 
snack area. This, in conjunction with our daily smoothies, gives our 
Members an outlet for them. 

We don’t have any change in our update on our funding requests 
that were listed last month. As a refresher here is a short comment on our ongoing 
funding request: 

Senator Floyd Nicholson is working with 
Greenwood Place to have a budgeted line item in 
the amount of $100,000 placed into the 2020-
2021 State of SC Department of Mental Health 
Budget. At this time, we will need to wait until 
the budget for 2020 – 2021 is passed. It is my 
understanding that a final budget will not be 

passed until 
September. 
There is the 
possibility that 
there will be 
not funding available for Greenwood Place as the 
Department of Mental Health has, like most State 
Agencies, experienced a significant decline in revenue. 

Greenwood Place is attempting to work with Self Regional 
Healthcare on a grant for this year. Self Regional 
Healthcare has been very generous in providing support 
to Greenwood Place, but again we are waiting to see if 
they will be able to continue this support.  
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Westminster Spotlight: Lucia Horowitz 

“When you ask a septuagenarian to give you a biography, you know it’s 
going to take some time!” That was Lucia Horowitz’s response when I 
asked her permission to put her in the spotlight this month. Spurred 
by my request, Lucia has embarked on a quest to document some of 
the twists, turns, and lessons of her rich life journey. So this month, 
enjoy her responses to our questions, and look forward to excerpts 
from her autobiography next month.  

1. What gives you joy? 
Music and singing! Beautiful scenes in the natural world – currently the beautiful forest 
of trees surrounding my back yard. 

2. What drives you crazy? 
People who are rude or thoughtless and don’t pick up after themselves. 

3. What’s your favorite piece of music? 
Currently “Requiem for the Living” by Dan Forrest. Also anything by Rogers and 
Hammerstein, some operatic arias, including those from “Porgy and Bess,” and several 
symphonic pieces. 

4. What’s your favorite thing to do when you have spare time? 
Listen to audiobooks, watch “my” trees, and relax and reminisce. Talk to old friends and 
family. Walk. Do yoga. 

5. What’s your favorite meal? 
Homemade spaghetti and meatballs made from my mother-in-law’s recipe; also sweet 
chocolate desserts, lemon merengue pie, “toasted snow,” Ice Dream from Chick-Fil-A, 
homemade vanilla or peach ice cream, and homemade challah with honey. 

6. How long have you been a member of Westminster? 
Since Passover of 2009. 

7. What makes WPC special to you? 
The love and faithfulness of the congregation through thick and thin – willingness to 
hear new ideas. Several wonderful interim pastors and our loving, caring, new pastor! 
After many years, my beloved daughter formally became a Christian here. 

Excerpted from coronavirus.gov CDC website: 

What to Do If You Think You May Have COVID-19 
Stay home. Most people with COVID-19 have mild illness and can recover at home without 
medical care. Do not leave your home, except to get medical care. Do not visit public areas. 

Take care of yourself. Get rest and stay hydrated. Take over-the-counter medicines, such 
as acetaminophen, to help you feel better. 

Stay in touch with your doctor. Call before you get medical care. Be sure to get care if you 
have trouble breathing, or have any other emergency warning signs, or if you think it is 
an emergency. 
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Part of a series on mental health issues 

Coping with Caution Fatigue 
Based on an interview with Dr. Wendy Balliet, a psychologist with the Division of 
Bio-Behavioral Medicine and Hollings Cancer Center at MUSC. 

"Caution fatigue" means having low motivation to comply with 
safety guidelines. In an interview with SCETV radio, Dr. Wendy 
Balliet explained that it is not a new phenomenon, but one that is certainly “rearing its ugly 
head as the pandemic stretches on.” 

Dr. Bailliet recommends a variety of techniques that are helpful for her patients, who are all 
dealing with chronic illness as well as pandemic issues. “Be kind to yourself,” she 
emphasizes, “and do simple things like moving your body, getting sunshine, meditating, 
doing deep breathing. These can help you deal with your physical and emotional responses 
to stress. Get creative about staying connected with family.” Much like the Apostle Paul, she 
especially encourages everyone to focus on gratitude every single day. 

If you are feeling isolated, know first and foremost that your church 
family cares. Let us hear from you! 

Back to School! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Who’s that going off to 
big-girl school?? 

Why, it’s Callie Rose 
Watkins, of course! Dashe Case has 

butterflies—beautiful! 

Most of the Dennises head for Emerald—BeBe opts for home-schooling 



 

WPC Newsletter 11 August 30, 2020 

“Is anyone among you in trouble? 
Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let 
them sing songs of praise.” 
 James 5:13 

Let Us Pray… 

For Those in Our Church  
We lift our prayers for those dealing 
with health and other issues, including 
especially these friends, families, and 

caregivers: 

 David Bell 
 Lynn Bornemann 
 Mary Corley  
 Larry Dozier 
 Arthur Gillespie 

 Kathy Gillespie’s 
sister, Betty 

 Laine Horowitz 
 Nyoda Scott, Paula 

Bourne’s mother 

 Charles Wendell 
Green, Tracy Rainey’s 
brother, and his wife, 
Jane Green

We pray daily for our prayer partners and the special concerns on their heart. We pray 
always for our friends at our sister churches, New Faith, Ware Shoals, First Presbyterian, 
Abbeville Presbyterian, and many others. 

We pray for the ministries of our church, especially: 
 Quest: Youth 
 Prison Ministry 
 Thornwell Home 

 Greenwood Place 
 NAMI 
 Camp Fellowship 

 Food Pantry 
 Greater Greenwood 

United Ministries

For Those in Our Hearts 
We pray for these members of our wider community: 
 

 Charles Alexander 
 TK Alexander 
 Aiden Brown 
 Tom & Lucia Bryson 
 Ashlyn Buchanan 
 Ronnie Case 
 Carolyn Cockfield 
 Clara Costello 
 Scott Crandall 
 Debbie Dill 
 Kiersty Duncan 

 Alberta Eichelberg 
 Charlotte Gero 
 Betty Gossam 
 Dee Greene 
 Lois & Bob Grice 
 Jo Heron 
 Jimmy Hughes 
 Norma Hoviss 
 Gloria Jones 
 Di Litwer 
 Ashley Mahon 

 Bill & Suzy Mitchell 
 Chris Murphy 
 Margaret Rada 
 Terrance Reece 
 Howard Thomas 
 Ted & Shelia Turner 
 Ray Wade 
 Jack Waldrup 
 Ed Watkins 
 Jeff Williams 
 Sarah Willis 

 
For the World 
We pray for all our neighbors everywhere who we are called to love as we 
love ourselves: 

 For students, teachers, staff, and bus drivers starting school—and parents! 
 For those experiencing loss because of fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters 
 For all those affected by the world-wide COVID-19 pandemic, especially world leaders 
 For those hurt by structural racism and systemic poverty 
 For those living with mental illness 
 For our enemies 
 For the Gartrell family, our mission partners in Brazil 



 

WPC Newsletter 12 August 30, 2020 

And God Saw That It Was Good! 
 
 

Many thanks to our 
courageous crew 

for making 
Cokesbury Road 
more beautiful:  

The Doziers,  
The Dennises,  

The Hammonds,  
and Bill Jacobs. 
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The Westminster Choir—Making a Joyful Noise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beverly Psomas Elizabeth Watkins Nickie Murphy 

Lynn Bornemann Larry Duncan Bill Jacobs 

Eric Gardner Tina Eno and David Bell John Lake Campbell 


