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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
August 16, 2020 

 
 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Joseph Key 

 
Our help is in the name of the Lord 
Who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

 
Interlude  
 
*Opening Prayer 
 
*Hymn #383  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” OLIVET 
 

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine: 
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away,  

O let me from this day be wholly thine. 
 

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 
As thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire. 
 

While life's dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 
 

When ends life's transient dream, when death's cold, sullen stream shall o'er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then, in love, fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul. 
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Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
*Passing the Peace 

 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Scripture Reading  Romans 1:16-18  
 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous will live by 
faith.”[a] 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
wickedness of those who by their wickedness suppress the truth. 

 
 
Second Scripture Reading  Matthew 15:21-28 
 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 
 

“Growing in Faith: Pushing the Boundaries”  
 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation  
to everyone who has faith,  

to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
Romans 1:16 

 
*Hymn #339  “Be Thou My Vision”  SLANE 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art-- 
thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

 
Call to Offering 
 

*Affirmation of Faith   Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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*Hymn #536  “Lord, Make us More Holy”  AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 

 
 

Lord, make us more loving; Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, until we meet again: 

Loving, loving, loving, until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, until we meet again: 

faithful, faithful, faithful, until we meet again. 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

Organist: Larry Dozier 
Vocalist: Beverly Psomas 

 
The flowers today are given by Bill and Theresa Jacobs in 
celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary. 
 


