
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 20, 2020 

 
 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements    Paula Bourne 

 
I was glad when they said,  
Let us go into the house of the Lord! 

 
Interlude 
 

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 105:1-6)  
 

O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
tell of all his wonderful works. 

 
Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
seek his presence continually. 

 
Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 

 
O offspring of his servant Abraham, 
children of Jacob, his chosen ones, let us worship the Lord, our God! 

 
 

*Opening Prayer  
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*Hymn #473 “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX 
 

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,  
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies.  
  
Refrain:  
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.  
 
For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,  
Hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light, [Refrain ] 
 
For the joy of ear and eye, For the heart and mind’s delight, 
For the mystic harmony Linking sense to sound and sight. [Refrain ] 
 
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,  
Friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild, [Refrain]  
 
For Thy church that evermore Lifteth holy hands above 
Offering up on every shore Her pure sacrifice of love. [Refrain ] 

 
Call to Confession 

 
United in our need for God’s grace, we confess our sins. 
 
Gracious God,  our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.  
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what 
has become for us a consuming fire of judgement.  
  
Silent Confession. 
 
Reunited by our redemption in Jesus Christ we continue to pray together. 
 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open us to a future in which we can be 
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen. 
  

Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

*Passing the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

 
We Hear God’s Word 

 
Time for All God’s Children  
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Prayer for Illumination 

 
First Scripture Reading Philippians 1:21-30 
 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not 
only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 
Second Scripture Reading Matthew 20:1-16 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle 
in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what 
I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 

“Single Minded”  
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

Philippians 1:27 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
 
*Hymn 298 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” IN BABILONE 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 
There's a kindness in God's justice, which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 
There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's Word, 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

Call to Offering 
 
Offertory 
 

*Doxology 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
 
*Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

We offer our prayers  
… of thanksgiving 
… of intercession 
… for family, friends, and neighbors 
… for our world 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #540 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (vs. 1 and 4) RANDOLPH 

 
God be with you till we meet again, By His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you, God be with you till we meet again. 
 
God be with you till we meet again, Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 
Smite death’s threatening wave before you,  

 
*Charge and Benediction      
 
Postlude  
 
Vocalist: Elizabeth Watkins  
Organist: Claire Kuhl 
 
 
The flowers today are given by Mary Corley in memory of Mary S. Sutherland.  


