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Westminster Presbyterian Church  

A Service for the Worship of God 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 12, 2020 
 

We Gather in God’s Word 
Prelude 
 
Welcome   
 

Surely, the Lord is in this place!  This is the house of God.   Genesis 28:16-17 
 

16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know 
it!” 17 And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house 

of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
Church News Nancy Dozier 
 

Sawubona!  We see you! 
 
Interlude 
 
Centering Prayer  
 
Opening Hymn #469 “Morning Has Broken”*   BUNESSAN 
 

Morning has broken Like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing Fresh from the Word! 

  
Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from Heaven, 

Like the first dewfall On the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness Where his feet pass. 
 

Mine is the sunlight, Mine is the morning, 
Born of the one light Eden saw play. 

Praise with elation, Praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation Of the new day! 
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Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Response of Praise   Gloria Patri* 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
First Scripture Reading   Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
For you shall go out in joy, 
    and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall burst into song, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Song of Praise “You Shall Go Out with Joy”  THE TREES OF THE FIELD 
 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 
the mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

there’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap, will clap their hands. 
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands; the trees of the field will clap their hands; the 

trees of the field will clap their hands: while you go out with joy. 
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Second Scripture Reading   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears[a] listen!” 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away.[a] 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
Sermon “Words that Count” 

 
So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
Isaiah 55:11 

 

Call to Self-Offering 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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Hymn  “In the Garden”* 

I come to the garden alone, While the dew is still on the roses; 
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, The Son of God discloses. 

Refrain: 
And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own, 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice Is so sweet the birds hush their singing; 
And the melody that He gave to me Within my heart is ringing.  

[Refrain] 

I'd stay in the garden with Him Tho' the night around me be falling; 
But He bids me go; thro' the voice of woe, His voice to me is calling.  

[Refrain] 

Charge and Benediction 
 
 
Postlude “You Shall Go Out with Joy”   
 
 

*We thank our vocalists for singing for us when we cannot. 
We pray that God will keep you safe and that songs of faith and praise remain in your heart. 

 
Organist: Larry Dozier 
Vocalist: Larry Duncan 

 
The flowers today are given by Holly and Mac Hubbard in honor of their anniversary. 

 
 
 
 
 


