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Westminster Presbyterian Church  
A Service for the Worship of God 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 13, 2020 

 
We Gather in God’s Word 

Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements    Nancy Dozier 
 

I was glad when they said,  
Let us go into the house of the Lord! 

 
Minute for Mission: Presbyterian Women    Mary Anne Wilson 
 
Interlude 
 

*Call to Worship  from Lamentations 3:22-23 
 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.  God’s mercies never come to an end. 
They are new every morning.  Great is God’s faithfulness. 

 
*Opening Prayer  

 
*Hymn #466 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” AZMON 

 
O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 
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Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease, 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life and health and peace. 
 
Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, 
and sets the prisoner free; 
Christ’s blood can make the sinful clean; 
Christ’s blood availed for me. 
 
My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread thro' all the earth abroad 
the honors of your name. 
 

Call to Confession 
 

United in our need for God’s grace, we confess our sins. 
 

Merciful God, 
 
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.   
 

Silent Confession. 
 
Reunited by our redemption in Jesus Christ we continue to pray together. 
 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

  
Assurance of Pardon 
  

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
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*Passing the Peace 

 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 

 
We Hear God’s Word 

Time for All God’s Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
  
First Scripture Reading Romans 14:1-12 

 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith,  but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating 
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on 
servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 
 

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their 
own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, 
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
 

7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that 
he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
 shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  
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Second Scripture Reading Matthew 18:21-35 
 

21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven[b] times. 
 
23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents[c] was brought to him; 25 and, as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment 
to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his 
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 
 

“Open Hearted”  
“Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive?” 

Matthew 18:21 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
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*Hymn #347 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” DETROIT 

 
“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
You taught us, Lord, to pray, 
But you alone can grant us grace 
To live the words we say. 
 
How can Your pardon reach and bless 
The unforgiving heart 
That broods on wrongs and will not let 
Old bitterness depart? 
 
In blazing light Your cross reveals 
The truth we dimly knew: 
What trivial debts are owed to us; 
How great our debt to You! 
 
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
And bid resentment cease; 
Then, bound to all in bonds of love 
Our lives will spread Your peace. 

 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory 

 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving  
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*Affirmation of Faith    The Confession of 1967: The Communion of the Holy Spirit 
 

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of (humankind).  His cross and resurrection 
become personal crisis and present hope for (people) when the gospel is proclaimed and believed.  In this 
experience the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to (all people), moves them to respond in faith, repentance, and 
obedience, and initiates a new life in Christ. 

 
The new life takes shape in a community in which (people) know that God loves and accepts them in spite of what 
they are.  They therefore accept themselves and love others, knowing that no man has any grounds upon which to 
stand, except God’s grace. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

… Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #540 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” RANDOLPH 

 
God be with you till we meet again, 
Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you, 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
God be with you till we meet again, 
Unseen wings protecting hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you, 
God be with you till we meet again.  

 

God be with you till we meet again, 
When life’s perils thick confound you, 
Put unfailing arms around you, 
God be with you till we meet again.  

God be with you till we meet again, 
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 
Smite death’s threatening wave before you, 
God be with you till we meet again.

  
*Charge and Benediction      
 
Postlude  
 
Organist: Larry Dozier 
Vocalist: Nicki Murphy  


